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Pour yourself a glass of water and take a sip. Did you know that the water you’ve just swallowed is the same 
water that wooly mammoths, King Tutankhamun and the first humans drank? That’s because Earth has been 
recycling water for over 4 billion years! 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zkgg87h/articles/z3wpp39 

 

https://scratch.mit.edu/projects/editor/?tutorial=getStarted 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zkgg87h/articles/z3wpp39
https://scratch.mit.edu/projects/editor/?tutorial=getStarted


The world’s water moves between lakes, rivers, oceans, the atmosphere and the land in an ongoing cycle 
called – you guessed it! – the water cycle. As it goes through this continuous system, it can be a liquid 
(water), a gas (vapour) or a solid (ice).  

Evaporation 

Energy from the sun heats up the 
surface of the Earth, causing the 
temperature of the water in our rivers, 
lakes and oceans to rise. When this 
happens, some of the water 
“evaporates” into the air, turning into 
a gas called “vapour“. Plants and 
trees also lose water to the atmosphere 
through their leaves. This process is 
known as “transpiration“. 

Condensation 

As water vapour rises up high into the sky, it cools and turns back into a liquid, forming clouds. This 
process is called “condensation“. Currents high up in the air move these clouds around the globe. 

Precipitation 

When too much water has condensed, the water droplets in the clouds become too big and heavy for the air 
to hold them. And so they fall back down to Earth as rain, snow, hail or sleet, a process known as 
“precipitation“. 

Collection 

The fallen precipitation is then “collected” in bodies of water – such as rivers, lakes and oceans – from 
where it will eventually evaporate back into the air, beginning the cycle all over again. How it is collected, 
depends on where it lands… 

 Some will fall directly into lakes, rivers or the sea, from where it will evaporate and begin the cycle all over 

again. 

 If the water falls on vegetation (plants), it may evaporate from leaves back into the air, or trickle down to 

the ground. Some of this water may then be taken up by the plant roots in the earth. 

 In cold climates, the precipitation may build up on land as snow, ice or glaciers. If temperatures rise, the ice 

will melt to liquid water and then soak into the ground, or flow into rivers or the ocean. 

Water that reaches land directly may flow across the ground and collect in the oceans, rivers or lakes. This 
water is called “surface run-off“. Some of the precipitation will instead soak (or “infiltrate”) into the soil, 
from where it will slowly move through the ground until eventually reaching a river or the ocean. 

And there you have it, gang – the ongoing water cycle! 
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https://www.tate.org.uk/art/artworks/smith-make-art-not-war-t12561#:~:text=Make%20Art%20Not%20War%20is,the%20centre%20of%20the%20composition.
https://www.tate.org.uk/art/artworks/smith-make-art-not-war-t12561#:~:text=Make%20Art%20Not%20War%20is,the%20centre%20of%20the%20composition.
https://www.tate.org.uk/art/artworks/smith-make-art-not-war-t12561#:~:text=Make%20Art%20Not%20War%20is,the%20centre%20of%20the%20composition.
https://www.tate.org.uk/art/artworks/smith-all-schools-should-be-art-schools-t14774
https://www.tate.org.uk/art/artworks/smith-all-schools-should-be-art-schools-t14774






What is your initial thinking? Is it right to become involved with nature if we are trying to 
help? Yes or no? 

I think ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Now read the article below which provides an example of human’s and their plans to 
‘interfere’ with nature. 



 

What do you think? Has your view changed or stayed the same? 
Remember this is just one example! Use the question prompts and pictures below for other 
points to think about. 

You could discuss this with family at home or call a friend of relation. Remember it is good to listen to 
different perspectives and build on other people’s ideas.   

 

What would 
happen if we 

didn’t do 
anything? 

Did we cause the 
problem in the 

first place? 

Could interfering 
cause more 
problems? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



https://www.stem.org.uk/elibrary/resource/29939
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mQwvHn_qkBA
https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/sunearth.html
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Would you go on a holiday to space? 

If so, where would you go? 

 







https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/space/constellations/
https://www.windows2universe.org/mythology/Maya_Milkyway.html


 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 







https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/science-ks2-scientists-and-scientific-method/z43mbdm
https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/sir-isaac-newton#:~:text=Sir%20Isaac%20Newton,(a%20branch%20of%20mathematics).
https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/sir-isaac-newton#:~:text=Sir%20Isaac%20Newton,(a%20branch%20of%20mathematics).
https://www.womenshistory.org/education-resources/biographies/hedy-lamarr


https://kids.kiddle.co/William_Herschel
https://kids.britannica.com/students/article/Caroline-Herschel/326222




https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zcvv4wx/articles/z9brcwx






 

What does this learning tell you about change? 

Do you think change is important? How does change affect what goes on in the world around you? 

Can you link your new knowledge of changes which occur in Science? How does this build upon change from last 
week? 
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